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The Renewal
Fellowship within
The Presbyterian
Church in Canada
is a means to contact
and encourage those
concerned about the
evangelical renewal
of the PCC.
Our mission:
To lead each other
and The Presbyterian
Church in Canada to
authentic Biblical
thinking, powerful
Spirit-led prayer
and effective
Gospel witness.
Our executive
director is available
to speak to
congregations and
groups IN PERSON
or ONLINE.
Contact info Page 8.

The Renewal News is a
quarterly publication of
Renewal Fellowship.
We welcome your stories

Renewal Day ’22
Annual gathering to focus on encouragement
When the
things of this
world are uncertain, we look to
God for encouragement. That
powerful truth is
at the core of
planning for this
year’s Renewal Day. For the third year
in a row, we will gather online — but
with a twist. For those who yearn to
gather, grow and worship in the physical
presence of others, we’re offering
“watch parties” in which congregations
and supporters open their doors to par-

ticipate as a group.
Think of theses
watch parties as
small groups in
which the teaching
and worship is
streamed in from
another location.
Each location will
have a host who will keep a list of those
planning to attend, arrange a meeting
place (board room, sanctuary or wherever strong Internet can be found), open
the doors and connect to the event via
Zoom.
See RENEWAL DAY Page 2

Stillness amidst agitation
By Ian Shaw
RF Board chairperson

vasion of Ukraine have exploded onto
the news — not the consoling information one longs for!
And the beat goes on.
While occasionally lashing out [okay
maybe more than occasionally] and ponI arrived in Simcoe just as the 2008
dering best ways to respond and trying
recession was digging its tenacles into
both to discern watershed moments from
every fibre of society. We more or less
irritating drips and to separate truth from
recovered, at least economically; but it
seems there have been constant and seri- error, I have found myself almost constantly churned up – in my mind, in my
ous seismic shivers shaking life ever
since. The past many months have only heart, in my spirit.
intensified the severity and increased the
See IAN SHAW Page 2
size of the sample. This morning as I sat
to pen this piece, reports of Russia’s in-
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Renewal
Continued from Page 1
The arrangement can be as simple as the host setting a laptop on a
table to allow others to watch.
Hosts are free to connect to external speakers and project to a larger
screen. Participants can bring their
own beverage or snack or they
could even provide refreshments –
it’s up to the host. Watch party participants can participate in the
Q&A with the speaker if they are
positioned close enough to the laptop or camera so that others watching online can hear and see them.
During the discussion time, watch

Ian Shaw
Continued from Page 1
Perhaps you too have found yourself in such a “disturbed” state. [I
used that word so all my
“friends” (both of them), could
have a cheap shot!] If you are also
stirred up, read on. I have learned
that the loss of regular in-person
interaction has contributed to my
pervading inner unrest. Phone or
Zoom chats [wonderful as they are]
don’t allay like a face-to-face encounter. Even when they are intense and contested, there is often a
healing cathartic element that arises
and the proverb that asserts —
“iron sharpens iron” is commonly
experienced.
However, after contemplating
my ongoing inner agitation, I have
been drawn back to a deep affirmation. The shortest statement of this
counsel is found in the Psalms.
“Be still, and know that I am
God” (46:10). Earlier in the Psalm,

party participants will turn from the
screen and be their own breakout
group. (Online folks would be assigned to virtual groups.)
Our speaker this year will be
Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris, visiting
professor of preaching at Knox
College and a past moderator of
General Assembly.
The day will begin with worship
(15 minutes) and be followed by
the speaker (45 min), discussion
groups (30 min), Q&A (15 min)
and closing song. We’ll take a 30
minute break then reconvene for
the Renewal Fellowship annual
general meeting. The entire gather-

ing (break included) is expected to
last just over three hours.
Two ways to participate:
1. Your own computer or device. Registration will cost $20 via
Eventbrite.
2. Find a watch party — a list
will accompany email invitations
and be found on our website. Only
the hosts will need to register.
Hosts will collect and forward offerings. (Anyone is free to start
their own watch party. Just let us
know in advance — call executive
director Andy Cornell at 226-2291695 or email renewalfellowshippcc@gmail.com.)

descriptions of turmoil and upheaval are given as the context into
which this verse is addressed.
For people who are active doers,
more attuned to serving and sacrificing, this call to “centre down” is
challenging. For a society, more
and more prone to the instantaneous — in feedback, in response,
even in meal preparation, the implied time needed to quiet a troubled mind, heart and spirit is counter cultural. Yet, I am more and
more aware that this is a summons
from the Spirit to me {and to
you?}.
“Ian, be still. Push all the political, societal, cultural and denominational upheavals aside. Remember (know) who I am [I AM] – the
sovereign ruler of the universe who
is with you.” I’m not very good at
this “centring stuff.” That’s another
reason I miss in person interactions. When I am with others, they
often help me remember what I
have neglected.

Good news! Lent is here. Stillness [or extra stillness] is a good
discipline to take us to Easter and
into the ongoing upheavals of
2022.

St. Andrew’s Moncton
is looking for a senior
minister who will work well in
a team providing direction
and oversight to other ministerial staff. Strong gifts in
preaching, teaching and
pastoral care are desired
and the capacity to equip the
saints for their ministry to the
community.
Apply to Interim Moderator
Rev. Charles Cook
cscook@bethelpresbyterian.ca
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‘Faithful presence’ in the PCC
RF co-sponsors day of encouragement
On Jan. 29, 2022, a
total of 60 people
gathered via Zoom for
“Called Together — a
time of encouragement.”
The time of worship,
inspiration and prayer
came together as the
vision of Rev. Paul
Johnston, minister of
St. Andrew’s Arnprior,
Ontario, who worked
in partnership with
Renewal Fellowship.
The idea was to provide encouragement
to evangelical/
orthodox/traditional
believers within The
Presbyterian Church in
Canada who remain
called to the places
where we currently
worship and serve —
but may feel isolated
and discouraged. But
we are not alone.
The event was recorded and can be seen on
RF’s YouTube channel.
Future events are
planned.
Here’s a condensed
version of the presentation of speaker Rev.
Dr. Kevin Livingstone.

By Rev. Dr. Kevin Livingston
It was almost five years ago now that I spoke at
a gathering like this at Vaughn Presbyterian
Church entitled “Unity in the Presbyterian
Church in Canada Today.” Since then, we’ve
been through some painful presbytery meetings
and contentious general assemblies; we’ve seen a
change in our doctrines of marriage and ministry
that is deeply troubling to many of us; and on top
of that we’ve all been wrestling with the COVID
pandemic, and the accompanying isolation and
exhaustion as we’ve tried to figure out what it
means to do ministry when the rug is pulled out
from under us. Looking back over my presentation now, I realize how much has changed! But in
other ways, it hasn’t.
Conflicts within congregations and disagreements between different communities of faith are
a central feature found right in the New Testament. Indeed, Karl Barth once remarked that
“There are no letters in the New Testament apart
from the problems of the church.” And of course
problems among God’s people didn’t stop with
the apostles. The history of the church for 2,000
years has fluctuated between growth and retrenchment, advance and decline, seasons of spiritual stagnation and spiritual renewal. . . .
For example, in Canada we’re seeing a great
decline in church attendance and a hollowing out
of Christian faith and values; but in the most unlikely places today, places like Iran and Nepal
and China and regions of West Africa, the Christian faith is growing. It is heartening to know that
globally, Christianity is growing faster than the
world population rate, and Pentecostal and Evangelical groups are growing even faster, according
to the Center for the Study of Global Christianity
at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. I think
it’s helpful to remember this, to keep our own
problems in perspective.
But as encouraging as the global picture may
be, we are surely facing the greatest crisis within
the PCC since 1925. The presenting issue, of
course, is the final approval of the remits that
have revised our church’s historic position on
God’s intent for marriage and for ordained leadership within the church. But the real divisions
we face are far deeper. We have widely divergent
understandings of the authority of the Bible, and
incompatible approaches of how to read and interpret Scripture for the life of the church in ways
that are faithful to Scripture itself, and profound
disagreement about the nature and function of our
doctrinal standards.
Our presbyteries and our national church offices seem too exhausted or preoccupied with other
matters to address the existential threat we face to

our very existence, as we continue to hemorrhage
members and close churches. The only thing that
seems to hold us together is our presbyterian
form of church government, but certainly not a
common theology or a shared evangelistic mission. These are challenging days.
There is so much that could be said, but in the
time I have today, I’d like to suggest a way forward for us who describe ourselves as evangelical
or traditional or orthodox within the PCC, framing the options that lay before us, and then making a case for remaining within the Presbyterian
Church in Canada as we work and pray for spiritual, theological and organizational renewal in
the church we love.
In his book Wisdom from Babylon: Leadership
for the Church in a Secular Age, Gordon Smith,
the President of Ambrose University in Calgary .
. . asks the question: What does it mean to provide leadership for the church in an increasingly
secular context?
Smith lays out a compelling case that we live in
an increasingly secular culture, “a secular age,”
as McGill philosopher Charles Taylor has put it.
By “secular,” he doesn’t just mean the principle
of separation of the state from religious institutions so that there is no discrimination against
anybody in the name of religion. We have moved
beyond that, towards what he calls Secularism as
an ideology, a “totalizing” worldview that excludes faith-based ideas from the public square.
In other words, religious opinions can be private
and personal, but they are illegitimate in public
discourse.
Smith argues that when religion is privatized
and secularism reigns supreme in the public
square, Christians have largely engaged the culture in three typical ways.
Some Christians have adopted a “go along to
get along” approach, seeking compromise and
coexistence with the dominant culture around us.
This has the advantage of not appearing weird or
backwards or judgmental to our neighbours, but
the “go along to get along” strategy comes with a
cost. We can easily become just a pale imitation
of other helping organizations in the community,
and we lose our capacity to be God’s alternative
community, God’s church. . . . It’s hard to announce a prophetic word in those areas where our
culture has departed from the teaching of Scripture. . . . I would argue that “mainline” liberal
Protestant churches have largely taken this
stance. And that appears to be the choice the PCC
has made too.

See STAY ’N PRAY Page 4
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Stay ‘n pray option: ‘Faithful presence’
Continued from Page 3
Other Christians have taken the opposite
approach, what Smith calls the “culture
wars” response. They seek political victory
and try to restore the values of old Christendom on everyone else. The assumption
here is that society was once Christian and
that this needs to be restored, so that
Christian values and beliefs are privileged
over everyone else. “Make Canada great
again,” some might say. But in the process
of trying to impose Christian values
through courts and legislatures, we become adversarial and political in our approach, trying to impose our beliefs and
values on others using the weapons of this
world. . . .
Between these two extremes there is a
third approach, what Smith calls “the monastic response.” This is a call to retreat, to
withdraw, to disengage from the
larger culture in order to sustain the
next generation of believers. The
goal here is to preserve God’s community from a fallen and disintegrating culture by building a protective
wall between the Christian church
and the surrounding world. . . . I
must admit that I’m tempted by this
option, because here at least the theological lines are drawn clearly, but
when we disengage from the world,
we lose our capacity to be a source
of salt and light and renewal to the
larger culture, which stands desperately in need of God’s saving grace.
What I find intriguing is that these three
responses to culture that Smith talks about
in his book . . . all of these mirror the various responses that evangelical Presbyterians are wrestling with in light of last
year’s General Assembly. . . .
Will we try to fight again and strive for
victory in our presbyteries and the General
Assembly, “culture wars” style? The life
and energy of the church has been weakened because of our “perpetual state of
war” with one other. Our collective energies go into winning, but Christ’s larger
mission inevitably suffers. And frankly, I
don’t think there’s much fight left in us to
take this option anymore. Or will some of
us succumb to the pressure to “go along
and get along,” abandoning the clear
teaching of Scripture and the doctrinal
heritage of our church in order to be assimilated by the values of the world, and
thus lose our souls in the process? I pray
not, because to do so would be to “deny
the sovereign Lord who bought us” (2 Pe-

ter 2:1). . . . And I know that some of us
are pondering the Monastic option, of
withdrawing by leaving the PCC altogether. We could go down the road of ecclesiastical divorce. And there is a certain attractiveness to this option. Breaking out of
an unhealthy, dysfunctional relationship
can be worth the pain. . . . But I am loathe
to further fragment the body of Christ,
because the unity of the church is just as
important as its purity. . . .
We feel torn. . . .But let me speak about
a fourth way of engaging our culture that
Gordon Smith talks about. . . . the response of “faithful presence.”
Faithful presence is a commitment to
discern new ways to provide a faithful
witness to the gospel of Christ within our
changed social context. Despite the changes in the world and in the PCC, God remains actively present among us, and has

called us together to serve as God’s witnesses where he has placed us. This is
long, patient, laborious process, “a long
obedience in the same direction,” to borrow from Eugene Peterson. In a world
that’s in desperate need of truth, goodness,
and beauty, we are called to strengthen the
church by richly communicating the true,
good, and beautiful gospel of Christ. We
must simultaneously accept and love people in our culture and in the larger PCC
but not agree with them in those areas
where they’ve departed from biblical truth.
Can we do this within The PCC? Can we
retain our core convictions but simultaneously work and pray patiently for a renewed church, with worship leaders who
instill a deep passion for God; with Bible
teachers who provide sustained, systematic
teaching of the apostolic faith; with evangelists who creatively, enthusiastically
communicate the good news of Jesus; and
with spiritual directors and prayer warriors
who embrace intentional spiritual practices

and cultivate in all of us a deeper life with
Christ?
In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul urges
the believers to “Make every effort to keep
the unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace” (Eph. 4.3). . . .
This means, friends, that we should continue to exhort, encourage and try to convince our brothers and sisters of the truth
of the historic Christian perspective on
marriage and ministry, but do so in critical
solidarity with them — even in what we
perceive to be their grave errors — because they are still a part of the body of
Christ to which I belong. And I have no
right to abandon them over this matter.
Let me close by highlighting the example of my beloved mentor and friend David Bosch, the world-renowned South African missiologist, scholar and church
leader. Bosch was a member of the Dutch
Reformed Church . . . the influential
Afrikaner church body that gave theological justification to the multifaceted racism that the apartheid system created. . . . And yet Bosch remained a loyal member of the DRC
despite its gross theological error and
despite the persecution he suffered . .
. . He did so out of a prophetic faithfulness to the gospel of reconciliation
and a deep love for his own people.
Here’s how Bosch put it: “Believe
me, it would be very easy for me to
do as [others have done], and just
resign and walk away from this….
But I am sorry, I think that would be
self-indulgent. . . . I am not ready to give
the Dutch Reformed church over to the
devil.”
For Bosch, the central issue was prophetic solidarity, identifying with the guilt of
one’s people in order to speak to them in a
credible way. He put it like this:
“The true prophet identifies himself with
the sin and guilt of the church. He knows
that he himself is no better. That is, by the
way, the difference between the critic and
the prophet: the critic criticizes from the
outside, the prophet confesses from within.
The critic accuses, the prophet weeps.
Criticism is easy, but also cheap; prophecy
is costly, because it flows from solidarity.”
Speaking personally, I feel called to follow Bosch’s example and stay within the
PCC to declare God’s Word to his people
no matter what. I would like to counsel us
to retain the long view of history and the
spiritual gift of godly patience as we pray
and work for theological renewal in the
PCC.
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Study Buddies in God’s Word
Dedicated group uses The Story to study scripture via Zoom
By Rev. Glynis Faith

Y

our New Year’s resolution is to read through
your Bible from Genesis
through Revelation. You
start strong, recognizing familiar names,
such as Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham
and Sarah, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph and
stories about apples & snakes, a flood
topped off with a rainbow, a man who
couldn’t count the stars and another who
wrestled with God and limped away a
changed man. You cross the Red Sea, eat
manna and travel though the wilderness
with Moses and the nation of Israel as you
turn page after page of Exodus. You’re
enjoying the journey, wondering to yourself why it has taken so long to dust of
these pages and dive into God’s story.
Then you step into Leviticus only to
find yourself in the middle of a strange
instruction manual of sacrifices, offerings,
hygiene regulations and a whole lot of
rituals that leave you debating a return to
the wilderness!
Many people close their Bible at this
point, sigh! You, however, don’t give up
that easily, skimming through Leviticus
and jumping right into the book of Numbers. Here you find lots of lists – lists and
lists and lists and lists – none that seem to
make much sense to you. So, what do you
do? You close your Bible. SIGH!
Over the years I have heard stories
from individuals who attempted to read
through their Bibles, and for a variety of
reasons, became discouraged. Some people suggest reading only the New Testament, yet the foundations of the Gospel
are laid out for us in the Old Testament.
The Bible is foundational for our understanding of God and humanity. Engaging God’s Word helps us understand our
relationship with God the Father, God the
Son and God the Holy Spirit. The Bible
helps us understand ourselves, understand
why we do the things we don’t want to
do, instead of doing the things we know

are right and beneficial (Romans 7:15).
“I keep tabs with a couple from PEI, a
Engaging Scripture is beneficial to our
lawyer in Scotland, and a neighbour who
spiritual health and our personal welldropped off chicken yesterday. All of us
being. So how do we make the journey
were brought together through shared
from Genesis to Revelation without bescreen time focussed on Divine inspiracoming frustrated or sidetracked?
tion found among us. It would be safe to
say none of us have time to argue with the
Might I suggest gathering some
“study buddies” for a journey through silly around us, and each of us sees the
The Story.
value in the community we have come to
What is The Story, you ask? An excel- know as the study buddies, which spans
oceans, but is held together by a few comlent question. The Story is an abridged
mon threads: a faith leader, a cute puppy,
Bible that narrates the story of God and
His great love for
and a recognition of
fallen humanity
the Gospel when we
chronologically. It
hear it.” — Stan
ow do we make
reads like a novel,
Hunter, Port Carling.
thus making Scripture the journey from Genesis
more accessible and to Revelation without be“Reading The Story
understandable to the
coming frustrated or side- from cover to cover
everyday reader. Max
was an accomplishtracked?
Lucado and Randy
ment for me. I have
Frazee add transition
tried reading through
notes throughout,
the Bible in the past,
painting a clearer picture for readers.
but stopped each time. The Story was a
Your next question may be, “Who are good way to read God’s Word, and the
the Study Buddies?” Well, let me introStudy Buddies encouraged and supported
duce them to you. The Study Buddies are me by letting me know that my questions
a group of individuals who took adand opinions matter. Their friendship,
vantage of an opportunity to study The
prayers and encouragement showed me
Story together via Zoom. They are a dedi- God’s love and helped me understand that
cated group to take on the challenge of a God is always there for me.” — Stewart
31-week study and take on the challenge Razavet, PEI
they did. This is a diverse group of individuals joining together from their homes
“I gained many insights and benefitted
in Gravenhurst, Bracebridge, Willowdale,
from different perspectives. It added to my
Port Carling and Toronto. Joining them
knowledge and sparked my curiosity. I
from other time zones were Cheryl in
feel I gained many friends and developed
Glasgow Scotland, who forfeited sleep to
a closeness which enabled an open explojoin at 1 a.m., and Stewart & Rose from
ration. Although we were assigned prayer
Summerside, PE.
partners, I felt everyone in the group was
Here are some of their testimonies:
my prayer partner. The continued fellow“When I first heard about the study
ship has strengthened my faith.” —
group, based on The Story, I thought 31
Cheryl Osborne, Glasgow, UK
weeks seemed like a big commitment, but
am so glad I joined. I looked forward to
See STUDY BUDDIES Page 6
our weekly meetings, and I gained a new
friend and prayer partner” — Karen
Ramer, Gravenhurst, ON.

H
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On the Renewal Café menu
Every Café includes times of fellowship,
discussion and prayer. They begin with a
short time of devotion. Here’s an excerpt
from the March 3 gathering prepared by
Rev. Andy Cornell.

He’s praying because not only does
He know human nature — it’s clear The
Lord doesn’t trust us — He also knows
how evil the world is. So protect them,
guard them, protect them again because
’m going to read Jesus’ prayer
the world hates them because they do not
for His disciples, which takes up belong to the world.
all of John chapter 17. If we ever
The climax of this prayer is verses 15need a powerful glimpse into the 18. This was not just for his disciples and
mind of Christ, this is it.
Read verses 1-5. Five times
the word “glory” appears. Glory
to God. And glory to His Son.
This is glory that is not of this
world. But it’s brought about as
a result of the fallen nature of
the world. God’s hands work in
spite of the disorder.
There’s a lot of “giving” in
verses 6-8. God the Father gave
the world and its believers to
the Son. And the Son gives holy
knowledge to believers. And we
have received that word.
And then, the Lord goes to
bat for us, because He is about to ascend followers then but for all believers to
come. It’s for us today. Especially toto glory but we will be left behind. Read
day. We are surrounded by the craziness
verses 9-14. And read it again. You get
of the world. It’s an unholy mess. We are
an indication of how much Jesus Christ
in the midst of cultural changes not seen
truly cared for us. It reads like a speech
from a parent who is about to depart on a in generations. We are either in the beginbusiness trip or vacation and leaving teen- ning or the midst of upheaval not seen
aged or young adult children behind. The since the 1960s. Our world is wracked
with disease, distrust of authority, damage
parent has taught them everything they
need to know. He’s coached them on safe- from technology, disorientation in which
increasing numbers of people don’t know
ty, loyalty and the need for unity —
who or what we are, disruption in mental
please, no fighting.

I

Study Buddies

health and division in the church.
What’s a believer to do?
The Lord in John 17 didn’t ask for us
to be removed from it all. Just don’t belong to the world — don’t get caught up
in it. Rather, allow God the Father to
make us holy by His truth, teach us the
word, which is truth. For what purposes?
To be sent into the world the same way
the Father sent His Son into the
world.
We have a God who really cares
for us. Loves us. He wants to protect us and show us the way and is
eager to answer when we reach out
for guidance.
In light of all this, I ask:
Who are we – what are we? How
do we survive in (or adapt to) this
culture? How do we respond to
the hot issues of the day? How do
we become renewed via all these
cultural shifts?
The prayer of our Lord in Chapter
17 of John brings me great comfort. We
should not feel any pressure to come up
with instant answers to all those questions. I don’t have to worry about being
home alone because I’m not – Jesus left
behind the Holy Spirit. Let’s talk about
these things.

“It has been a privilege to meet friends
from around the world and study with
them. For me, the pleasure of having met
and enjoyed the partnership of my prayer
partner has been very rewarding.” —
Doreen Murray, Port Carling, ON

— Renewal Café takes place at 1 p.m.
Eastern on the first Thursday of each
month. To reserve a seat, email renewalfellowshippcc@gmail.com

struggled to read through your Bible in the
past, I recommend picking up a copy of
the Story and starting the journey from
Continued from Page 5
Genesis through to Revelation. Like any
long journey (The Story is 31 weeks) there
“Being paired up with another Buddy to
are benefits to bringing friends along to
pray for and show support when needed
share in the driving, expenses and experiwas truly amazing. God’s presence was
ences, so why not invite some friends to
really felt in this group of amazing peoOver the years we have seen a growing join the adventure with you.
ple. Lots of new friendships were made,
number of Bible translations that enable
and what a blessing it was to fly to Ontar- people to better read and understand
— Glynis Faith is a PCC minister and
io and meet up with many of the group
God’s Word. I believe The Story brings
a member of the Renewal Fellowship
and others from another study group.” — God’s Word to life in a new way that
board of directors
makes reading Scripture enjoyable and
Rose Razavet, Summerside, PE
accessible to this generation. If you have
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A prayer testimony

his is a testimony of
a couple who for
many years, were
homeless and travelling around Canada, destitute and
struggling with addictions and
hopelessness, surviving by living
in parks, alleyways under tarps,
tents and handouts in community
centres and shelters. They lived
“welfare cheque to welfare
cheque” and often taking advantage of the compassion of passersby. Frances grew up on the East
Coast, and as a young girl had
gone to Sunday School class and
learned about a God who hears
prayers and she “gave her life to
Jesus.” Throughout her life, even
though it was filled with trouble,
she had kept in her heart the
knowledge that there was a God
Who loves. When life became so
destitute, she began to silently
pray. Her partner, Richard, did not
know but Frances began to notice
answers to her silent cries to God.
For many years Frances and Richard continued in their mired, aimless lifestyle. In August 2014, they
felt compelled to get on a bus and
travel to B.C. They had “wintered”
there on the streets many times
before. But after travelling a long
journey, the bus stopped in the wee
hours of the morning in Kenora,
Ont. As they looked out the window, something compelled them
“to get off the bus” and go look for
breakfast. While they had had
“plans” to have travelled on further, they took their one “suitcase”
with all their belongings and start-

ed walking toward town. They
2014, we were broken people with
were tired and hungry, but since
addiction, mental illness and our
nothing was open yet, they stopped own issues. We were welcomed,
to rest on the steps of the First
understood, cared for and loved.
Presbyterian Church. As they sat
Not judged. Thank you Jesus for
wondering what they would do
Pastor Frank and Yvonne. For
next, two men walked by them.
their compassion and commitment
The gentlemen passed by but then to the less fortunate.”
they stopped and turned around,
Richard and Frances’ “turn
back toward the couple on the ce- around” turned into blessings that
ment pad. One of the men aphave spilled
proached
over into the
Prayer is a primary focus for community of
Richard and
The Renewal Fellowship. We Kenora for the
Frances, introduced himshare this recent Facebook past 7 1/2 years,
self and asked post from First Presbyterian thanking God
about them.
Church in Kenora, Ontario as for His mercy
After a brief
an example of the life-giving and grace, the
introduction,
miracles and
power of prayer.
the man oflove they expefered to pray
rienced and givfor them. Frances welcomed it and ing all the glory to the Father.
Richard replied disbelievingly,
Richard and Frances decided to
“sure, anything — if it could
marry and in their life of gratitude
help.” The man prayed over them to God, they began supporting
and then left. Richard didn't think mission teams, raising money not
much of it from there and shortly only for missions from Kenora to
after, he and Frances walked on
Africa and Liberia, but also for the
toward the “Hings Corner” where Kenora Fellowship Centre and Jua number of homeless people
bilee Church through the Coldest
greeted them and when asked as to Night of the Year annual events.
where they might get some help or They also began a yearly, very
shelter for the evening, they were generous Christmas hamper drive,
kindly pointed to the Jubilee
started the 'Sure-Can Volunteers',
Church and told to ask for Pastor organized a team to send relief to
Frank. Frances and Richard
the Bearskin Lake Community,
knocked on the door and from
and began the Facebook group:
there, were taken in, given a mat- “Community Connections.”
tress and eventually a home to live
in. From there, they gave their
— Do you have a prayer testimony?
lives to Jesus. In their own words
Email us at
Richard described: “When we
renewelfellowshipppcc@gmail.com
knocked on the door at Jubilee in
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Board profile: Meridyth Robertson
Meridyth was born and raised in
the Presbyterian Church. At 12 years
of age while attending summer camp
Meridyth gave her life to Jesus. In
grade nine, she felt God calling her
into ministry. Before heading to
seminary, she attended Ewart College to obtain her diploma in Christian Education.
Meridyth is in team
ministry with her husband Gavin and they
have recently celebrated 25 years at First
Presbyterian in Trail,
BC, where they began
their ministry. She has
a passion for singing,
especially contemporary Christian
music. She feels blessed to be able
to lead the congregation each Sunday as they lift their voices together
in singing praise to God.
Meridyth’s prayer for her congregation and for The Presbyterian
Church in Canada is that we open

ourselves to the moving of the Holy
Spirit; it is her firm conviction that
God has great things planned for
both if we seek His leading in our
lives.
Meridyth has made two trips to
the Holy Land, which have been life
changing for her. Having made these trips
makes reading the
scriptures truly come
alive for her.
Meridyth plays several roles in her community: padre to the
Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 11, a volunteer
hospital chaplain and
she is also often called upon to pray
at various community events
(Council inaugurations, senior teas,
and the high school graduation). She
very much enjoys game nights with
her family. She is not ashamed to
say she is hooked on Wordle! She is
the mother of two adult children and
a black lab Toby.

VST award for past RF director
The Vancouver School of Theology has named Rev. Germaine Lovelace as the 2022 recipient of the
Thoughtful, Engaged and Generous
Christian Leaders Award, which recognizes leading practitioners in Christian ministry.
Germaine is minister
at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church in Mississauga. Previously, he served
at First Presbyterian
Church in Kenora, Ont.
for five years, where he
was on the board of the
Kenora Fellowship Centre. Germaine
served as Moderator of the Presbytery of Winnipeg from June 2016 to
June 2018. He also serves on the Assembly Council of the Presbyterian
Church in Canada.
Germaine is a member of the

Healing and Reconciliation Advisory
Council of the Presbyterian Church
of Canada.
Prior to his service in Canada,
Germaine received his Master of
Divinity, Diploma in
Ministerial Studies and
Bachelor of Arts in Theology from the United
Theological College of
the West Indies. He
completed a Diploma in
Denominational Studies
from the VST.
He served on the Renewal Fellowship board
of directors from 2015-21.
For more information, go to
https://vst.edu/2022/02/03/vstpresidents-t-e-g-2022-awardrecipient-named/

Board of Directors
Lisa Baker, Kenora, Ont.
Don Bartlett, (treasurer) Scarborough, Ont.
Rev. Ed Charlton, (vice-chair) Arthur, Ont.
Rev. Glynis Faith, Gravenhurst, Ont.
Philip MacFie, Ottawa, Ont.
Don MacMillan, Gloucester, Ont.
Rev. John Park, London, Ont.
Rev. Meridyth Robertson, Trail, B.C.
Rev. Ian Shaw, (chair) Simcoe, Ont.
Debbie Stimphil, (secretary) Welland, Ont.
Members normally serve for two terms of
three years each (six years total). Board members are elected at the spring annual general
meeting. The board meets at least three times
a year.

Staff
Rev. Andy Cornell Dresden, Ont. (executive
director) call/text 226-229-1695 or email
amcpastor1@gmail.com
Kyoungsoo Hwang Simcoe, Ont.
(administrative assistant) 416-233-6581 or
renewalfellowshippcc@gmail.com
Rev. Robin Ross Mission, BC (webmaster)
rross@telus.net
Linda Shaw Simcoe, Ont. (prayer calendar editor) RFPrayer@gmail.com

www.renewal-fellowship.ca
renewalfellowshippcc@gmail.com
Like us on Facebook

RF’s mission
To lead each other
&
The Presbyterian Church in Canada
to
authentic Biblical thinking,
powerful Spirit-led prayer, and
effective Gospel witness.

